Natural killer cell-target cell interactions.
Research into the molecular mechanisms of target cell recognition by natural killer (NK) cells has recently progressed rapidly. NK cells express several MHC I recognizing receptors that inactivate the NK cells' functions. In pathological alterations of MHC I expression, the NK cell inhibitory receptors do not engage and thus permit the lysis of the target cell. The receptors that trigger the cytolytic machinery of NK cells, after the permission of lysis from the inhibitory receptors, are poorly characterized. Some candidate triggering receptors have been identified and it seems that triggering of NK cell killing is mediated by multiple receptors, as is the inhibition of cytotoxicity.